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Short (1000 Characters):

David Ernest Mc Carthy is a Modernist, Acoustic-Music composer, with a repertory of work that
spans Music Theatre, Orchestral and Chamber Music. He is the son of an Irish Impressionist painter
and was introduced to Art and Music young in life, taking keyboard lessons in early childhood.
David studied under Minimalist composer Dr Donnacha Dennehy at the University Of Dublin, on
the MMT programme. In 2021, he won 3rd Prize in the Franz Schubert Conservatory (Vienna)
“World Championship In Composition” and won 1st Prize in the “Academia Musica Competition”
in the same year. His work has been supported by various funders in his home country Ireland,
including the arts offices of Meath and Louth, Creative Ireland, and the Irish Arts Council. David
is also a High School Teacher of Mathematics and has written Rapid Revision Books available at
https://projectmathsnotes.ie. Many of David’s scores are available to download now on his
website http://music.mipublishing.ie.

Full Length Biography:

David Ernest Mc Carthy is a Modernist, Acoustic-Music composer, from Drogheda, Ireland. In
2021 he won 3rd Prize in the Franz Schubert Conservatory (Vienna) “World Championship In
Composition” competition, under the Symphonic Wind Ensemble category, for a 2021 revision of
“Study For Woodwind Brass And Percussion (2008)”, and won 1st Prize for a later version of the
score at the “Academia Musica International Competition” run by the Richard Wagner Conservatory
Vienna also in 2021.

His father is a saxophonist and painter (Irish Impressionist) so David was introduced to art quite
young in life, also attending Piano and Keyboard lessons at Crilly’s School Of Music (Drogheda).
He studied Maths and Physics at college, while at the same time getting involved with various Dublin
Electronic Music collectives, and developed such a passion for music and composition he went on to
study it formally at the University Of Dublin with Donnacha Dennehy, Roger Doyle, Fergus Johnston,
Jürgen Simpson, Gerry Culloty, Edward Holly (of St Peter’s Male Voice Choir), Benoı̂t Granier, and
taking lessons in counterpoint with organist Andrew Johnstone. After graduating he wrote to Dutch
composer L. Andriessen seeking lessons and kindly received an orchestration exercise from him
which culminated in the prizewinning score for Wind Orchestra. Around this time David was also
involved with the “Defastenism” art movement, regularly meeting with some of its members including
fellow Drogheda native, painter Alexander Reilly.

In addition to being a professional composer, David is also a High School Teacher of Mathematics,
Physics, and Chemistry. He has also worked as an Education Textbook Author, writing two school
revision textbooks for the Irish Leaving Certificate Mathematics Syllabuses, available to buy on
https://projectmathsnotes.ie.

He has won Grants and Awards from An Chomhairle Ealaı́onn (Irish Arts Council), Creative Ireland,
the arts offices of Meath County Council, Drogheda Borough Council, Louth County Council, Galway
City Council, Roscommon County Council and Mayo County Council. In 2007 he was the recipient
of an An Chomhairle Ealaı́onn “Projects: New Work” award for a dance show with video artist Tim
Redfern and dancer/choreographer Olwen Grindley. The outdoor show, at Meeting House Square,
Dublin, featured a real-time video-processed choreography with large augmented-reality solution for
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concert (back-projected translucent screen). Spectators could see the dancer with the processed
imagery superimposed. A big thanks to Temple Bar Cultural Trust for their support in provision of
the venue and rehearsal space.

David has done work as a music promoter, in classical and electronic music, promoting chamber
music events in Dublin’s National Concert Hall “Kevin Barry Room”. Notable collaborations included
promoting The ConTempo Quartet with Fellow Drogheda Composers Michael and Breifne Holohan
(father and son), and, working as a curator for Eamon Doyle of D1 Records as part of the DEAF
festival 2003 at the Guinness Storehouse Dublin.

David has hours of original music ready to use for Film, TV, Games, and Advertisements. He is
also always keen for new ensembles to perform his music, so much so, he has published many
of his scores online on his website. You can often find some gimmicks or secondary points of
engagement with David’s scores, extra to the music. This is to attract the Arts Consumer, and, to
attempt to marry the worlds of Music Composition and Fine Art!

For more info and scores, check out http://music.mipublishing.ie

List Of Performable Works:

Piano Sonata II – Only real pianoforte virtuosi can play this, and this is by design. It is pure
Modernism, with pitch choice selected from palette of modes based on axial symmetry of the piano
keyboard. As such, in spite of its advanced difficulty-level for the pianist, it can be easy to memorise,
and, with patience, execute the predictable, symmetrical patterns in a hopefully stunning way in
concert - showcasing the soloist’s talent.
Performance VIII – The idea for this work came in 2005 when David was finishing up his study
under Donnacha Dennehy, and he put together quite a few of the sketches for it back in 2007/2008,
which he subsequently tore up in 2011 in a kind of “Kafka” moment, even quitting music for a while
in 2013. In 2020/2021 after returning to writing music it didn’t take long for David to remember many
of the old sketches and pieced them back together again very quickly. Borrowing somewhat from
the style of playwright Samuel Beckett this Theatre-Of-The-Absurd inspired work consists of Nine
Violinists arranged in a circle around a Sole Audience Member. The Spectator observes various
panning effects, built into alternating major and minor arpeggios, in phased, nine-voiced canon.
Piano Concerto – Only real pianoforte virtuosi can play this, and this is by design. The rest of the
orchestral parts are relatively easy to perform. Even though this work has some Traditional Irish
colouring, it is pure Modernism, with pitch choice selected from palette of modes based on axial
symmetry of the piano keyboard. As such, in spite of its advanced difficulty-level for the pianist,
it can be easy to memorise, and, with patience, execute the predictable, symmetrical patterns in
a hopefully stunning way in concert - showcasing the soloist’s talent. There are lots of breaks in
the work, plenty of rests which might be helpful to a performer recovering from RSI. The runs are
impossible sounding, but are made manageable to execute due to the Predictable Symmetrical
Patterns, and short energetic bursts. The idea is to present a work which has the ability to close
the mouth of a critic that might be bothering the Performer about decline in ability for whatever
reason. This concerto was started at a residency at the Tyrone Guthrie Centre in 2009 (supported
by Drogheda Borough Council) and some of the final sequencing work was done there at a second
Tyrone Guthrie Centre residency in summer 2021. This project has been supported by Meath
County Council Arts Office and Creative Ireland through the Professional Artist Development Fund.
A special thanks to Meath County Council Arts Team for supporting the development of this work in
2010, and again supporting the completion of the work in 2021.
String Quartet II – Tonal work, with influences from Ethnomusicology, specifically Sufi Music
devices, juxtaposed with slower, Traditional Irish styles (airs).
Symphony III – Modernist symphonic work for orchestra, inspired by Quattro Pezzi Su Una Nota
Sola of Giacinto Scelsi, and, the resonance figure-diagrams in Nikolai Rimsky-Korsakov’s book
Principles of Orchestration. Supported by The Professional Artists Development Award from Meath
County Council Arts Office in 2010.
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String Quartet – Premiered 2012 By The Contempo Quartet In The National Concert Hall Dublin.
Symphony II – Minimalist programme-music score influenced by Spectral and Experimental Music,
and, also inspired by a tale from Irish mythology, specifically, Lady Gregory’s rendition of “The Last
Of The Great Men”.
Performance V – Premiered by Ensemble ICC. Performance art, with actor, inspired by American
Experimental Music, specifically the scores of La Monte Young and John Cage. In order to perform
it properly, the actor should fall asleep while listening to it.
Performance IV – Premiered by the RIAM Percussion Ensemble, an Arte Povera inspired score for
Four Larger Wine Glasses (NON-CRYSTAL GLASSES).
Study For Woodwind, Brass And Percussion – A medium-length work for Symphonic Band,
done as an orchestration exercise for Dutch composer L. Andriessen, inspired by lessons with
composition teacher Donnacha Dennehy and the fixed-interval harmonies of Jazz such as stacked
perfect 4ths, stacked perfect 5ths, etc. In the music, all possible interval stacks are exhibited having
no repeated pitch-class, while fitting the range of the orchestra. This score was partially composed
at a residency at the Heinrich Böll Cottage on Achill Island, supported by Mayo County Council. A
2021 revision of the score was supported by An Chomhairle Ealaı́onn (Irish Arts Council) and had
the final touches put on it at a residency at the Tyrone Guthrie Centre, Ireland. An intermediate
version of the revised score won 3rd prize in the Vienna Franz Schubert Conservatory “World
Championship In Composition” competition 2021. A later draft won 1st prize at the Academia
Musica International Competition run by the Richard Wagner Conservatory in Vienna also in 2021.
Performance II – Experimental music graphic score for Four Motorcars, inspired by the Helicopter
String Quartet of Karlheinz Stockhausen. David briefly met Stockhausen in person at SARC
(Queen’s University Belfast) at a concert of Wednesday from the opera entitled Licht, in 2004.
Piano Sonata – Minimalist piano music inspired by Quattro Pezzi Su Una Nota Sola of Giacinto
Scelsi. Serves as an étude for dynamics, i.e. crescendo and decrescendo.
Symphony – Spectral music avant-garde work inspired by a tale from Irish mythology, specifically,
Lady Gregory’s text “The Last Of The Great Men”.
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